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. . . by Wendell McConnaha
Dialogue on Parenting

Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends,
As we begin our second semester, I am pleased with the progress we have
made to date. The feeling within the school is positive and there is an anticipation that we are moving collectively in the right direction. Efforts made to
improve communication have been a community effort and have generally
been viewed as successful.
We are now entering our second phase. We have identified two specific
reas of concentration for the remainder of the 1997-98 school year. These
areas, as addressed in a separate mailing to middle school and high school
parents during the Holiday Break, are working to improve student behavior
and attendance, and raising the academic standards for our students.
Again, I am seeking your input and assistance in these endeavors. If you
would be interested in participating in discussions regarding either of these
topics, I would like to hear from you. You should also be aware, that we will
be conducting at least eight searches for faculty vacancies. I am also asking
for your help in this area.
If you would like to be part of a group looking at behavioral expectations
or student academic standards, please contact my office. If you would like to
be included in the search process as we look to hire new faculty, I would like
to hear from you as well. Please contact Judy Vowell, Office Coordinator, at
273-6136 if you would like to help in any of these areas.
As I have said in the past, and will repeat often in the future, education is
a collaborative process involving the student, school and home. Take an
active role in your son's or daughter's education. Be part of the process of
making PLS the best school in the nation.

Parents Can Work
With Schools to Help
Students Learn
Responsibility
Our second dialogue is with Dr.
Bennett Leventhal, a Professor in
Psychiatry and Pediatrics at the
University of Chicago, and Director of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the
University of Chicago hospitals. Dr.
Leventhal has spoken and written
widely on child development. In this
issue's Dialogue on Parenting, he
discusses the development of responsibility in children.

Q. When is a good time to start
developing a sense of responsibility
in children?
A. The best time to begin teaching
responsibility comes well before the
students are in school. Youngsters
have to begin learning how to respect
other people early, to know that they
have rights and that they have obligations themselves as part of a family. It
Continued on next page
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might begin when the child learns not to hit
or have a tantrum. Ways in which children
learn responsibility at home are through
waiting for their turns to participate in a
game or activity, learning to share their toys
and possessions, learning when to be quiet,
and learning to clean up after a meal.

A. School is like going to a job. It's the
child's job just like their parents have jobs.
It's his or her responsibility to get the work
done and also to learn how to adapt to the
school environment. Through modeling and
encouragement and firm consistent limitsetting, this ethic can be established and
maintained.

Q. Once a child enters school, what can a
parent do to encourage growth in responsibility?
A. When a child becomes a student, he or
she should become responsible for his or her
own personal belongings. This may mean
picking up his things and putting them away
'in some families, while in others, it may also
mean that he starts doing his own laundry.
In any case, the student should begin to learn
how to pack his bag and get ready for
school. Another important thing for
youngsters to learn early is how to handle
winning and losing. They must learn how to
win graciously and also how to lose without
becoming completely destroyed. They also
need to learn how to be considerate of
others, through gift giving and celebrating
birthdays, for example. Another way they
might iearn to be considerate is learning to
be sensitive to people with handicaps.
There are really two kinds of responsibility. One is a responsibility to the physical
surroundings, which is easier to teach
children. You can tell them to take out the
garbage, for instance, and it is pretty clear
what needs to be done. The second area of
responsibility is hardest to teach - that is the
area of interpersonal relations. This involves
teaching a child to be sensitive. First of all,
parents need to model what is expected of a
child. Then they can tell the child how
another person is feeling in a certain
situation and help the child put into words
those same feelings. Once the youngster
develops a vocabulary for feelings, it is
easier to talk about them and create a
common ground for sympathetic/empathic
discussion and teaching by the parent.

Q. What should a parent do to help a
child have a positive attitude toward
school?

Q. What can I do if my child seems to be
missing the point of getting organized?
A. I'm always reluctant to give advice that
may not coincide with individual situations.
Each family and each child is different.
However, often what many children need is
to be given increasing amounts of responsibility. These increases should not be so great
that a child feels overwhelmed and frustrated. When a child can no longer meet the
demands of duties and responsibilities than
those demands either should be reduced,
changed, or the child should be helped to
meet them.
A parent who is uncomfortable with a
child's organizational skills should first talk
with the child's teacher to see if the child is
more or less organized than other children
his or her age. If the child is less organized,
the parent should ask the teacher for
suggestions and then monitor the child's
progress. If this doesn't work, the next step
would be to ask to see a counselor or
learning specialist at the schools; one could
seek the advice of a pediatrician or perhaps
get additional professional guidance. Often
only limited consultation is all that is
needed.

Q. An important issue for teens as well is
drinking. What do I do when I suspect
my child is going to a party where alcohol
is served?
A. Alcohol is the most commonly abused
drug among teenagers. It is followed by
nicotine and marijuana. Use of other drugs
pales in comparison, so a parent who
becomes more concerned about cocaine use
than alcohol use probably is missing a point
about teen drug use. It is important for a
parent to be clear and decisive. The parent
should clearly state the rules, usually that his
or her child will not drink and certainly not
drink and drive. You can show respect for
youngsters without being intrusive or
nagging, but you still need to be involved as
a parent in this area. If you think your son or
daughter is headed for a party where alcohol
is being served, don't let them go. Be in
touch with other parents on this issue and
plan with them for prevention as well as for
means of intervention if you find out alcohol
has been served at a party.
It is really important for parents to train
their children in the appropriate use of
alcohol. What form this training takes
depends on what the family's values are. In
some cases, that means that alcohol is never
drunk while in others it might be an appropriate beverage to have with a meal or a
holiday celebration.

I
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This interview originally appeared in Lab
Directions, a publication of the University
of Chicago Laboratory Schools.

Student Media Release Agreement
Price Laboratory School serves the UNI College of Education and other
university divisions as a laboratory for the preparation of education personnel. The
Laboratory School and its faculty also engage in education research, curriculum
development, preparation/distribution of materials, and production of audio and
video demonstrations and courses.
When you enroll your student in Price Laboratory School you agree to allow
Price Laboratory School/the University of Northern Iowa to develop and use,
without pay, educational media (audio and or video recordings, still or motion
pictures) that include your student. In turn these media may become part of
presentations, programs, publications, fiber optic transmissions, or other professional endeavors.
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by Jacque Smith, Third Grade Instructor

First Class PLS Bakery

newly formed Price Laboratory School Playground Committee.
"Buy our cookies! Just $3.00 a dozen for sugar and $3.50 for
With such a good product, the requests for cookies from the
chocolate chip! " This pitch will be heard in the halls of Price Lab
First Class PLS Bakery continued
each month this year as the
into the start of this school
third graders in Mrs.
year. This prompted
Smith's class sell their
Jacque Smith and Nadene
bakery products: chewy
Davidson to reopen the
chocolate chip and mouthbakery. This year the
watering sugar cookies.
bakery offers a new
This project was
campaign
each month. The
hatched in the summer of
first
few
bakings
were to
1996 as a collaborative
train
the
new
workers
and
effort between Nadene
work
on
quality
control.
to
Davidson and Jacque Smith.
The December baking
The intent was to sharpen
proved
that the new third
young students' skills for
grade
bakers
were equal to
cookery and to develop
the
challenge,
with $375.00
some basic entrepreneurship
in
profits.
After
the last
and school-to-life concepts
baking
campaign
this
which would earn money to Several third graders dressed in bakery attire: {l-r) Shaheed Al-Mabuk, Sheila Moussavi,
spring,
the
third
graders
will
use as a class service
Jenny Hills, Drew Stonewall, Andy Tallakson, Kenton Engels, John Landau, ErikAnderberg
decide
where
they
would
learning project.
like to put their money to use around Price Laboratory School.
The project took off in the fall of 1996 when Jacque Smith
To order cookies, PLS parents can:
wrote a teaching enrichment grant that was funded by the McElroy
1)
Return
the order form below with your child no later than
Trust. Of the $930 received from McElroy, $300 was earmarked
February
6 (cookies will be delivered to your child), or
for the initial outlay of ingredients, and $630 was used to purchase
or mail the order form to PLS in care of Jacque
2)
Hand
deliver
kitchen equipment for small cookery projects in the elementary
Smith
(273-6887)
or Nadene Davidson (273-2291), or
Ill classrooms.
your
order
with
a member of Jacque Smith's third
3)
Place
I' The "First Class Bakery" business was set up in the PLS
grade
(they
will
deliver
to you).
Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) room. With the help of
Be
sure
to
include
complete
name, address, phone number, and
•
many parents, the third graders learned about cookery, setting up a
pickup
date
on
the
form,
and
return
it by February 6 !
business (specifically a bakery), and testing ingredients for their
•
Payment
is
due
upon
pickup
of
cookies,
or may be made in
product (cookies) and working cooperatively toward a larger goal.
or
check
payable
to
the
First
Class PLS Bakery.
advance,
by
cash
After weeks of planning, testing, and practicing the roles needed to
•
Cookies
may
be
picked
up
in
the
FCS
Room
#148 during the
operate a bakery, the first sales campaign launched for Valentine's
school
day.
Day was a huge success.
• If you order through a member of Mrs. Smith's third grade
The third graders continued to improve their cookies (quality
class, the cookies will be delivered to you by the child.
control was difficult), and the manufacturing process until the first
• Don't delay! Orders are filled on a first-come, first-served
part of April when the project closed down for the year. It was a
basis. Although the students can produce around 50 to 60 dozen
great experience in which the students were able to successfully
cookies in a day's work, they often run out of cookies (The
earn approximately $1200 (yes, one thousand, two hundred
cookies are DELICIOUS).
dollars) for the school. The bakers decided to donate this to the

-------------------------------------,
Name:
Child's Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Homeroom: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Daytime Phone: _ _ _ _ __

My order: Please list the amount of each and cost in the spaces provided.

#

,

#

Co~

1/2 Doz. Choe. Chip @ $1.75

1/2 Doz. Sugar@ $1.50

Doz. Choe. Chip @ $3.50

Doz. Sugar @ $3.00

TOTAL

Co~

TOTAL

Check date of pickup (FCS room #148):

_ _ February 10

_ _ February 11

_ _ February 12

_ _ February 13

Make checks payable to: First Class PLS Bakery. Thank you!
All proceeds go directly to Price Laboratory School.

........._ _..._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _J

M~D~~

• • •

February Concert at PLS
- by Leonard Upham, Music Assistant Professor
The music department will present the second high school concert of the year on
Thursday, February 19. The high school choir, orchestra, and band will present their concert
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Butzier Auditorium. The choir will perform some of the music
presented at the NICL Vocal Festival held in late January, while the orchestra will be
premiering a piece written by George Gershwin in 1918.
Directors for the concert are Linda Sharp Renfro, Choir; Michael Fanelli, Orchestra; and
Leonard Upham, Band.

Biannual Music Trip
- by Brad Jacobson, Senior
The music department was first planning to go to Nashville, Tennessee for its biannual
music trip. However, due to a recent decision by the corporation that controls the amusement
park in Nashville--Opryland U.S.A., the plans of the music department trip have been
changed. According to the music department chair, Leonard Upham Ed. D., "Opryland
U.S.A. has decided to close its amusement park and build a shopping mall. Because
Nashville will no longer have an amusement park, the city does not meet the destination
criteria as set up by the NU student music council." Dr. Upham, the music council, and the
travel agency searched for alternative cities to Nashville that met destination criteria.
Collectively, they decided Kansas City was the next probable trip site. "This town was
selected because it has a music festival and the amusement park Worlds of Fun. Because
Kansas City is closer than Nashville, students could save as much as one hundred dollars in
expenses," stated Upham. The trip will take place April 16 -19.

NU Students in Honor Choirs
- Linda Sharp-Renfro, Music Assistant Professor
Several NUHS students have been selected for two area honor choir events in February.
Selected for the annual University of Iowa Honor Choir Festival, to be held February 8-9, are
Jessica Schachterle, Soprano 2, fourth year; Vanessa Kettner, Alto 1, third year; Santosh
N adipuram, baritone, first year; and Ryan Grimes, bass, first year. The mass chorus of about
300 of the area's top vocal students will participate in rehearsals and clinics with Dr. William
Hatcher, Director of Choral Activities at the University of Iowa. The Festival Concert is
slated for Monday, February 9, at 7:00 pm in Hancher Auditorium, and will feature the
Honor Choir and the University of Iowa Kantorei vocal ensemble. The concert is open to the
public.
Students chosen for the annual UNI Vocal Arts Festival, to be held Feb. 22 and 23 at the
UNI School of Music, are Leah Christopher, Soprano 1, Rochelle Nesbit, Alto 2, Tyler
Schmit, Tenor 2, and Kevin Puetz, Tenor 2.
Students will participate in clinics and rehearsals Sunday and all day Monday with Dr.
Bruce Chamberlain and Dr. Sandra Frye-Stegman, and will present the annual Festival
Concert on Monday evening, Feb. 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the UNI School of Music Recital Hall.
Again, the concert is open to the public.
Congratulations to these eight students on their selection to these honor choir events.

~A house divided a{7ainst itselr cannot stand"
- Abraham Lincoln
June J6, 1858

I
Pan Production in Progress
- by Rick Vanderwall,
Language Arts Instructor
Peter Pan, this year's spring musical
theatre production, is well underway at Price
Laboratory School. Special rigging for the
flying scenes has been installed and rehearsals began right after Christmas vacation.
This production may well be the largest in
PLS history with a cast approaching two
hundred students in grades 4-12. The three
performances to be given on March 6, 7 and
8 are anticipated sellouts so be sure and get
your tickets early. They may be purchased
in the Language Arts office, room 220.
As an undertaking of this size requires
many hands, parents wishing to volunteer
are welcome. We need help with costuming,
makeup, set construction and painting, and
publicity. Price Laboratory School has a
long tradition of providing great theatrical
,productions. A theatre production of this
magnitude can be a real community builder
for PLS. If you are interested in volunteering, please call Janet MacTaggart in the
Language Arts Department at 273-604 7.

HS and MS Physical
Education Bowling Classes
- by Bob Lee, Physical Education
Instructor
Beginning on Monday February 16 and
ending on March 13, high school and middle
school wellness classes will go bowling at
Valley Park Lanes. The high school classes
will go Mondays and Fridays (8 total times)
and the middle school students will go
Mondays only (4 total times). The cost is
$1.00 per student per day and will cover ball
and shoe rental. The money will be
collected when we get to Valley Park Lanes.

C

Office Cell Phone
by Judy Vowell, Office Coordinato··
Parents are reminded that if the
PLS phone system is down, they
~ may call the office cell phone at
l .. 240-8351.

•

PAC Meeting Minutes
December 9, 1997
Present: Julie Creeden, Jill Bergman, Tom Bower, Wendell McConnaha, Jean Wiesley
Russ Leymaster.
The meeting was called to order by Leymaster at 7:00 p.m. on December 9, 1997.
The agenda was submitted. Jill Bergman moved, Julie Creeden seconded and the agenda
was approved.
Minutes of the November 11 meeting were reviewed. Tom Bower moved, Jean Wiesley
seconded and the minutes were approved.

•

•

OLD BUSINESS
A. Filling the vacancy on the PAC Board. Harold Asmus was elected at the December
PTP meeting to fill the remaining year of Susie Schwieger's term.
B. Purpose and Function of the PAC Board. The proposed procedure that would permit
and secure involvement by the PAC in decisions concerning PLS was taken back to the various
groups for comment. This procedure would utilize a master calendar for setting PAC agendas.
Implementation of this procedure was approved by all groups.
C. Student Enrollment Fee Policy for 1997-98. The Fee Policy for 1998-99 was
presented for information purposes unless there was discussion. No members of the PAC had
been contacted regarding the proposed change in the Fee Policy. There was no discussion at the
meeting. Julie Creeden moved, Jean Wiesley seconded and on unanimous vote the proposed Fee
Policy was approved.
D . Parking for Parents. Wen dell contacted Dean Shores regarding the parking problems
encountered by parents and visitors at PLS. Mr. Shores will attend the January PAC meeting and
address this issue.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Presentation of Annual Tasks Regarding School Governance. Wendell passed out a
schedule of Annual Tasks that would be appropriate for discussion at future PAC meetings. It
was recommended that these tasks be put on an annual calendar and be used to help set the
agenda for future PAC meetings. The agenda items for the January PAC meeting are as follows:
Master Schedule Built, Interviews for New Faculty, and Decisions Regarding Open Enrollment.
B . & C. Student Behavior and Academic Standards. Wendell presented for discussion
problems that he has seen with Student Behavior and Academic Standards. He noted that there is
a haphazard way of enforcing the rules at PLS resulting in many inequities. The current Good
Conduct Policy only affects athletes and those involved in extra curricular activities. Wendell was
asking for PAC members opinion as to whether the school should be more involved and what will
be the level of parent support. It was suggested that the Student Handbook and Good Conduct
Policy be reviewed and changes made to go into effect with the 1998-99 school year. Another
suggestion was to have class meetings starting with the sophomore class to reinforce the good
conduct policy and appropriate behaviors. The current handbook will be reviewed at the March
PAC Meeting .

Tardies and absences from class have been a problem. There are rules on the books to
enforce these policies and these will be strongly enforced beginning in January. There will be
more accurate record keeping and consistency of enforcement of the rules. Discipline policies
from area schools are being collected to see how PLS compares. Wendell will bring these
handbooks to the next PAC meeting for review and discussion.
Wendell also stated that he believes that we are not challenging our students enough at
PLS, that we are not appreciably better that Cedar Falls Public Schools or other area schools. He
will be working with PLS teachers and the Strategic Planning Committee and will bring .
recommendations back to the PAC.
D. Autonomy of PLS within the College of Education. A recommendation from Dean
Switzer that PLS and OSFE (Office of Student Field Experience) be made separate departments.
Details of this separation have not been finalized. This separation would allow for a direct voice
to the Dean and for control of staffing and the PLS budget. There are some concerns among
Wendell and PLS faculty that all aspects of this be reviewed before everything is finalized. The
next step is to meet with a group from OSFE and the Dean to see how to go forward.
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS ITEMS
1. A letter was received by a PAC member regarding the special education program and
the steps involved with having services delivered. Wendell said that administration is going
through some problem solving steps regarding this issue right now. He will take this to Kim
Miller and have her recommend when to bring this issue back to the PAC for discussion.
2. Several PAC members have received complaints about the lunchroom and the current
menu. Wendell noted that this is an area of concern that the administration is aware of and that
they are looking at several options for next year.

•

•
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The next PAC meeting will be held January 13, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 222.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
Submitted by Jean Wiesley

•

•

PAC Meeting Minutes
January 12, 1998
Present: Harold Asmus, Harold Strever, Russ Leymaster, Wendell McConnaha, Julie Creeden, Jill
Bergman, Jean Wiesley, Tom Bower, Lynn Nielsen and Barb Mahan.
The meeting was called to order by Leymaster at 7:00 p.m. on January 12, 1998.
The agenda was submitted. On motion of Bower and second of Bergman the agenda was
approved.
Minutes of the December 9 meeting were reviewed. On motion of Creeden and second of
Wiesley the minutes were approved.

•

•

OLD BUSINESS
A & B. Parking and Playground. Wendell had contacted Dean Shores from UNI regarding
parent concerns with parking around PLS . Lynn Nielsen and the members of the PLS Playground
Committee have also been in contact with Mr. Shores. Parking will be addressed as part of the
plan for the renovation of the PLS playground, but we need to have a plan in place before any
work will be done. This year will be a planning year for the whole project and in 1999 we should
be on the list for funding and to move ahead with construction. Funding is being sought from
UNI, the City of Cedar Falls and private and corporate donations.
C. Unit Two Renovation. Renovation of 3 classrooms for Unit Two is being coordinated
by School Specialty Supply Company. This renovation includes new carpet, furniture, blackboard
coverings, cuµboards, and window treatments, with the majority of the work to be completed by
the 3rd week in February. This renovation includes donations of approximately $75,000 in
furniture and equipment and $50,000 in electronics from various companies. This renovation will
provide for a lot of recognition for PLS and the ability fo r these companies to use us as a
resource.
D. Parent Letter. A letter was sent to parents of Junior and Senior High students in
December informing parents that school administration felt that there is a lack of disciplinary
standards and that we were not holding kids to a high enough standard. The goal is to gain
consistency in how our policies are enforced. The letters and email responses that have been
received back are positive and many parents would like to be involved. Wendell and the PAC will
work to get a group of parents together before the March PAC meeting to work on this issue.
E. Lunch Program Update. Wendell has met with the UNI food service department
inquiring what the possibilities are for working with them to provide food service to PLS. There
are three options being considered now for the PLS meal department, 1. continue to provide meal
service ourselves, 2. work with an outside contractor or 3. get affiliated with the UNI program.
The first and second options would involve major capital outlays and the third would involve
satelliting. Wendell would like to do a parent survey to get feedback on this issue before any
decisions are made. PAC agreed this would be a good step to take.
F. Status of PLS within the College of Education. The proposal to change the status of
PLS within the College of Education has been presented to the PAC and the Administrative
Advisory Council to gain feedback . Tomorrow there will be meeting of the entire faculty to put
together a recommendation to be made to Dean Switzer. This recommendation should be made
by the next PAC meeting and Wendell will report back at that time.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Master Schedule Update. The master schedule needs to be built to determine staffing
needs for the coming year. Options being considered are to stay with a traditional schedule or
move to other models, i.e. block scheduling. Recommendations will be made to the PAC at the
February meeting. A common starting time for everyone is again being considered. Dr. Nielson
spoke about the need for parents not to drop off elementary children so early in the morning. He
indicated that the present arrangements are for students to remain in the cafeteria until school
begins. Various before and after school programs are being considered. The before school
programs include opening the gym, parent volunteers, and UNI student supervision other than in
the cafeteria. After school programs are still being discussed .
B. New Faculty Positions. Parent involvement is being requested to help in the search and
interview process for new staff, which had been approved by the University. New faculty
positions include:
l . Language Arts (two positions)
2. Special Education
3. Vocal Music
4. Science
5. Physical Education (creation of special line)
6. Elementary Education (creation of special line)
7. Librarian
8. Mathematics
9. Social Studies
The initial screening for applicants will begin towards the end of February.
C. Open Enrollment Report. Dr. McConnaha spoke about open enrollment. Applications
from the sending school are to be received by the end of January. Decisions by an administrative
team will be made by the end of February. Dr. McConnaha indicated that the number of requests
is down in large part to the decline of school age children
D . Special Education Report. Kim Miller spoke about the Support Services Plan as it
relates to children with special needs including at risk children. As PLS/NU withdrew from
AEA7 about 2.5 years ago no specific plan had been developed to deliver services to our
students. Kim spoke about the process of staggered and increasing involvement that is given to
those students who need additional services. The program has allowed for both students and
teachers to receive services sooner.

•

•

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS
Barb Mahan inquired about a NU soccer team. Discussions have already occurred with
the Cedar Valley Youth Soccer Association and additional discussions are upcoming. The PAC
was advised that there is substantial interest in the..middle school and high school for such a team.
Due to schedultng.concerns, i.e. interference with other sports, no decision had been made as to
when the season would commence. The Cedar Valley Youth Soccer Association will help with
the initial set up by providing goals and potentially other equipment.
The next PAC meeting will be held February 10, 1998 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 222 .
On motion ofMahan and second of Asmus the meeting was ajdourned at 8.10 p.m.

•

•

PLS Task Force Minutes
December 2, 1997

Members present: Pam Bowman, Lyn Countryman, Julie Creeden, Nadene Davidson, Al
Jessen, Wendell McConnaha, Vicki Oleson, Vickie Robinson, Claire Smith, Mike
Staebell, Jody Stone, Tom Switzer, Jean Wiesley

•

The minutes from the November 4 meeting were approved as corrected by
acclamation. Wendell McConnaha informed the group that he presented our idea for the
change in the Parent Advisory Council's role to the PAC members and it was well
received. Recurring activities and/or issues will be put together in a matrix format to be
utilized in the PAC's monthly scheduled meetings throughout the school year.
In order to give PLS parents easier access to the Dean and the College of
Education, Thomas Switzer had presented a different model for PLS to the Academic
Advisory Council. This new model would separate the Office of Student Field
Experiences from Price Laboratory School. They are now both under the umbrella of the
Department of Teaching. The new model would make OSFE the sole entity under the
Department of Teaching and leave PLS as a "school" much like the School of Music.
Wendell McConnaha would have full charge of the PLS budget as well as promotion and
tenure for PLS faculty. This model has been presented to the PLS Strategic Planning
Committee also. The Strategic Planning Committee is looking for any potential problems
with this model. The group discussed some pros and cons about the model, although the
consensus was that the idea of our director having complete control over our school is a
good one. The main concern of some faculty members is that PLS has always been
exclusively tied to the Department of Teaching, and they feel that "umbrella" would be
too valuable to lose. Much further discussion will take place at all levels of involvement
with a final report to go back to AAC for approval. Any future changes need the
approval of the College of Ed. Senate. The information would also need to be run by the
University Senate. These particular changes can go as an informational item only to the
Board of Regents. Dean Switzer made it clear that this model is in the idea stage only,
and nothing has been written down on paper as of yet.
Wendell McConnaha informed the group of some openings in faculty positions
beginning next school year. As of the date of this meeting there are 5 permanent
positions to be filled: 2 language arts, 1 science, 1 elementary music, and 1 special
education. There are also 3 possible retirements. The ads are close to being publicized
and the formation of search committees is the next step. Dean Switzer said that we can
attempt to strengthen our diversity through these searches depending upon the qualified
candidates who apply.
Submitted by Julie Creeden

•

•

Minutes
Price Laboratory School
Multicultural, Nonsexist Advisory Committee
November 24, 1997
Committee Members Present: Ed Dorris, Janet McClain, Ed Van Cleave, Josephine Walters, Dan
Wilson, Wendell McConnaha
Excused Absence: Vanessa Kettner, Annette Swann
Guest(s): Vickie Robinson
Minutes of the October 20 meeting were distributed and read.
Janet McClain presented a draft of by laws for the MSNSAC committee to consider. Suggestions for
revision of these by laws were discussed and noted. A copy of the revised by laws will be available for
committee consideration at the December 15 meeting.
Dr. McConnaha presented a status report on work done to date on the areas of non-compliance identified
in the Equity Review: Corrective Action Plan submitted November 6, 1996 by the former director of the
Laboratory School, Dr. Linda Fernandez. The following is a brief summary of what has been addressed in
the nine areas of noncompliance:

•

•

1.

MCNS education across the curriculum
A committee is established to do this. No one has reviewed entire curriculum to date.

2.

Grievance procedure
Currently not published, but copy for review will be made available at next meeting

3.

Limited English Proficiency Program
University support is being provided for student in need.

4.

Spec~al Education programming
Kim Miller is head of the Special Services Support Team responsible for this programming.

5.

Curriculum
Initial step in developing curriculum guides for each subject area is done but guides need to be
reviewed for K-12 continuity.

6.

Review of disaggregated data
Course enrollments are done annually by gender, ethnicity, and activity.

7.

Workplace based education contracts
Nadine Davidson is responsible for this area. PLS is not eligible for state funding.

8.

At-Risk program
A comprehensive At-Risk Program is in place and will be reviewed by the Support Services
Team and Program Committee for format, inclusiveness. articulation and clarity.

9.

Giftecl and Talented Program
This does exist at different places. Dr. Bill Waack. Director of Teacher Education at UNL will
work with PLS staff to develop program.

The ne>..1 MCNSAC meeting will be in the PLS Conference Room on December 15 at 6p.m .

•

Minutes
Price Laboratory School
Multicultural, Nonsexist Advisory Committee
December 15, 1997
Committee Members Present: Ed Dorris, Ed Van Cleave, Josephine Walters, Dan Wilson, Gail Moon,
Annette Swan, Juanita Wright, Wendell McConnaha
Excused Absence: Marilyn Fagan, Charley Buck
Guests: Lynn Nielsen, Julie Creedan
The meeting was moved from the PLS Conference Room to Room 222 to accommodate the group size.
Minutes of November 24 were distributed. Julie Creedan's name was added to the list of guests in
attendance at the November 24 meeting as a correction to the minutes. An additional error was
discovered prior to the typing of the December 15 minutes by Janet McClain. The date of the minutes
distributed at the December 15 meeting should be noted as "November 24, 1997" instead of December 15.

•

A revised draft of the MCNSAC by laws was distributed for review and discussion. Gail and Ed Dorris
raised questions about the mechanism to get concerns and issues presented to the MCNSAC, ste~
outlined to address grievances, and what the MCNSAC role is in dealing with parental concerns and
issues. It was clarified that parent concerns and issues could go to the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)
or to the MCNSAC. The MCNSAC can be viewed as a resource to the PAC and provide assistance and
recommendations to the PAC for action on specific issues or concerns that need to be addressed.
The MCNSAC's future meetings will focus on a review of the Lab School's current status and progress in
the following areas:

•

January 26

At- Risk Program
Limited English Proficiency Program
Special Education Programming

Kim Miller

February 16

Gifted and Talented Program

Dr. Bill Waack

March 23

Curriculum
Multicultural Nonsexist Education Across the Curriculum

April 20

Grievance Procedures

May 18

Workplace-Based Education

Committee members will be notified of each meeting location and speaker(s) in January. It was suggested
by Janet that committee members be sent background information prior to each meeting to better facilitate
the topic presentation and discussion during the meeting.

Wendell will contact Kim Miller about making a presentation on January 26 and notify Dr. Waack about a
presentation on Gifted and Talented programming.

•

Wendell reported that there are 8 current job searches going on for permanent lines at the Lab School.
All University departments are expected to address inequities of under represented groups in the applicant
pool and as hirees. Juanita volunteered to provide Wendell with a listing of minority organizations and
publications that could be used to publicize job vacancies.
Ed Dorris volunteered to serve as chair and Josephine Walters volunteered to serve as co-chair for the
MCNSAC beginning in January. Secretarial responsibilities for the committee will be shared by the PLS
administrative team.
Meeting adjourned: 7:30p.m.
Next Meeting: January 26

Submitted by Janet McClain

•

•

•

•

PTP Minutes - January 6, 1998
Julie Creeden, PTP President opened the meeting in the PLS library at 6:00 p.m. There
were no additions or corrections to the agenda or December minutes. There was no
correspondence. Karen Lubker-Holmgren gave the treasurer's report. Because of repayment of
loans from the music department, we now have a balance of2,784.82 in our checking account.
Julie presented $9.43 worth of bills which will go through our PLS account. It is currently at
$842.16. Julie reported that we received a check for $101.55 from World's Window from our
PLS shopping night. We also received a check from The Pampered Chef for $183.53 because of
a fund-raising party that was held at Julie's house. This money was donated to Nadene Davidson
who was able to order approximately $200.00 worth of kitchen supplies for her classroom
through The Pampered Chef fund-raising program. The additional $17 .00 was provided to
Nadene by an anonymous PTP donor.
Unfinished business -Julie tabled the by-law changes until March. This was done in
order to give all parents the opportunity to view these changes in the Newsletter before they're
voted upon. Julie announced that she is still looking for someone to head up the computer ink-jet
cartridge fund-raiser. She said that it would be similar to running the Campbell's Soup label
fund-raiser, but should be a very minimal time commitment. It would be a great way for
someone who doesn't have much extra time to get involved and serve. The majority of the work
can be done at home. If anyone is interested they can contact Julie. There was no new business.
The remainder of the meeting was used as Carnival planning time. The following volunteers are
currently working:

Carnival Co-chairs: Julie Creeden and Jim Miller
Games:
Kim Miller
Amy Bower
Kelly Bachman
Marlene Hills
Corrine Brown
Denise Tallakson
Concessions: Rick Vanderwall
Earl Ockenga
Sandy Sutton
Mike and Jan Girsch
Publicity:
Beth Thompson
Eileen Daley
Raffle:
Julie Creeden
Bake sale:
Jean Wielsey
Book sale:
Terry Buck
B-Ball Tourney: Paul Waack (tentative activity at this point)
Decorations: ????
The tentat~ve theme for this year's carnival is "NEVERLAND ADVENTURE." Rick
Vanderwall told us that we can use any of the scenery, props and costumes left over from this
spring's play, "Peter Pan." Someone is still needed to plan and coordinate decorations. If
ANYONE would like to take part in these planning stages please contact Julie Creeden.

•

Submitted by Julie Creeden

PTP Minutes - December 2, 1997
Julie Creeden, PTP President opened the meeting in the PLS library at 6:00 p.m. There were no
additions to the Agenda or November minutes. Julie read a thank you letter from Vickie Robinson for the
bagels and coffee·that were served to the faculty and staff for American Ed. Week. Julie read the
Treasurer' s report. In the PTP checking account as of Nov 17, there was $2,985.82. There are four loans
to the music department that will be paid back to PTP totaling $239.44. Two senior scholarships left over
from last year were paid totaling $200.00. That leaves a balance of$2,546.28 in the checking account.
The PTP account at the school left over from last year still contains $842.16. This money is still under the
control of PTP as well.
President's report- Julie gave an update on the Education Partners Committee. Packets have been
mailed to 6 companies who have expressed interest in partnering with the Lab School. The next Education
Partners Committee meeting will be at 4:30 p.m., Thursday, January 8, 1998 in the faculty lounge.
Janet McClain gave a briefupdate of the MCNSA Committee. The bylaws have been written.
The next meeting for MCNSAC is at 6:00 p.m., Monday, January 26 in the faculty lounge.
Julie presented ideas for carnival stations with the purpose of trying to get all students and faculty
involved. The 1998 PLS Carnival will be held in the field house on Friday, April 24. NOTE: the time has
been changed to 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Volunteers are still needed for carnival and should contact Julie
Creeden or the office.
Additions to the PTP by-laws were approved and added as read and published in the monthly
newsletter. Julie found a few more changes/additions that need to be made:
Article VI, Sec. 4 - add "and maintain a membership list."
Article VI, Sec. 5 - change "homeroom" to "roomparent"
Article X, Sec. 3 - add "If a PAC member with an uncompleted term has his/her youngest child
graduate from or leave PLS, an election will be held to fill the unexpired term. In the case of a resignation
of a PAC member, the same shall apply. Absence by a member from two consecutive PAC meetings will
be grounds for dismissal. If a member is dismissed for non-attendance, an election will be held to fill the
unexpired term."
Add new Article XI to read: Amendments: Sec. l. These bylaws may be amended at any regular
meeting of the organization by two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, provided that the notice
of the propvsed amendment has been publicized by mail two weeks in advance. Sec. 2. A bylaws
committee shall be appointed by the President in March of odd-numbered years to study the existing
bylaws and to propose any revisions or amendments.
There are copies of the current by-laws in the office for anyone to view.
February 13 is the date for Benny Walker from KBBG to possibly air 2 NU basketball games.
Janet McClain has been checking with businesses to donate the price of $250.00. Corrine Brown suggested
we check to see if airtime can be "sold" to students for short Valentine messages during the broadcast.
Vickie Robinson and Janet McClain will follow up on this.
New Business - A nomination was made for Harold Asmus to fill a PAC vacancy due to a
resignation. The motion was approved for Harold to fill the unexpired term. His term will finish at the end
of the 1998-99 school year. Julie presented a program, which purchases empty computer/printer cartridges
for $1.00 each. These are then recycled and resold. They must be inkjet cartridges. The group thought this
would be a good way to recycle and make money for the Lab School at the same time. Julie will be
looking for a volunteer to head this project. Vickie Robinson announced the Endeavor Recognition Award.
Nomination forms will be in the office in January. Nominations may be made for volunteers, students or
staff. The forms need to be back into the office by February. The PLS Task Force will present a report to
PTP at the February PTP meeting. The group had a round table discussion regarding the number of times
that committees meet. bue to the fact that there are currently many committees formed, and that each
committee' s minutes are now being published in the PLS Newsletter, PTP no longer needs to give updates
from each committee at PTP meetings. A holiday reminder post card will be sent to inform parents of
topics for the next few PAC meetings since there is no newsletter in January.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 06, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. in the library.
Submitted by Jim Miller and Julie Creeden

•

•

•

NORTHERN UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
SPRING AND SUMMER SPORTS PROGRAM
---- 1997 - 1998-----GIRLS TRACK
Mar 12 Wartburg Inv
Apr 7
Jesup Inv
10 West(NN)
15 DNHinv
21 Linn-Mar Inv
24 Grundy Center
27 Ack/Gen Inv
May 1 NU Inv
4 NICL
6 BCL-UWinv
8 Aplington/P-Burg
12 Districts
22/23
State
BOYS TRACK
Mar 13 Wartburg Inv
Apr 7
Union Tria
10 Clarion Inv
13 Jesup Inv
14 Wahawkinv
17 Cole Collinge
21 Dike-N Hart
24/25
Drake Relays
30 Vinton
May 4 NICL
6 G Center Inv
8 NU Inv
12 Dubuque Inv
16 Districts
29/30
State
GIRLS TENNIS
Apr 8
Eldora-NP
13 G. Center
16 Wav.S Rock
17 Hub/Rad
21 Union
27 Hudson
30 Union
May 5
Eldora.11'f.P
8
DNH
11 Apl/P-Burg
12 Ack/Geneva
18 NICL
22 District (Ind)
23 District (Team)
26-28
District (Team)
Jun 4-6
State

Waverly
Jesup
Central
Dike
Marion
GC
Ackley
CFHS
CFHS
Conrad
P-Burg

Waverly
LPC
Clarion
Jesup
Central
CFHS
Dike
DM
Van Horne
CFHS
GC
CFHS
Dubuque
TBA

Eldora
GC
Home
Home
LPC
Hudson
Home
Home
Home
Apl
Ackley
Byrnes

4:30
5:00
TBA
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
4:00
5:00
TBA

4:30
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
4:00
5:00
5:00
5:00

4:15
4:15
4:00
4:30
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:15
4:15
9:00a

BOYS TENNIS
Apr 8
Eldora-Np
13 G Center
14 Apl/P-Burg
16 Wav/S Rock
21 Union
27 Hudson
28 Independence
30 Union
May 2
Eldora/NP Tour
5 Eldora/NP
8 Dike-NH
15/16 Districts
19 NICL
23 Sub-State
29/30
State
GOLF
Apr 8
13
15
17
20
24
25
27
29
May 4
5
11
15
22
29/30

Union
Denver/Dike
AP/Wells/NU
Oelwein
GC/NU/Hud
Eldora-NP
Grundy Center
NU/GMG/WR/NT
Apl/P-Burg Inv
BCL-UW
Columbus
NICL
Sectionals
Districts
State

Home
Home
Home
Waverly
Home
Home
Home
LPC
Eldora
Eldora
Dike

4:00
4:15
4:15
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:15
4:00
9:00am
4:00
4:00

Byrnes

LPC
Home
Wells
Oelwein
Home
Home
GC
Home
Apl
Union
Home
Reinbeck

4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
3:30
4:15
7:30am
4:00
4:30
4:30
3:30
1:30

Home

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
Apr 14 Den/NU/GC
B-Denver
G-NU
28 Glad/Rein (B&G) Gladbrk
May 4
Apl/P-Burg (Girls) P-Burg
6
Apl/P-Burg (Boys) P-Burg
8
GC (8th Gr BIG)
GC
13 NICL
B-N. Hart
G-Den

4:30
4:30
4:30
4:15
4:15
4:30
4:15
4:15

February 1998
Malcolm Price Laboratory School Calendar
SUNDAY

1

MONDAY

2

TUESDAY

3

WEDNESDAY

4

5

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

6

7

Inservice Day (No NK-8
Classes)
6:30pm FSBB vs A/P (GH,B-PBurg)
6:45pm Play Reh

4:00pm MSBB vs NHD
(G-H,B-NH)
6:00pm BSW vs Charles
City
6:30pm BB@ LaPorte City
6:45pm Play Reh

GTR Practi ce Begins

8

9

10

11

U of IA Honors Choir Fest
Dorian Orch Fest @Decorah

U of IA Honors Choir Fest
Dorian Orch Fest @Decorah
6:30pm FSBB vs DNH (GDike, B-H)
6:45pm Play Reh

6:30pm BB @ Reinbeck
6:45pm Play Reh

16

17

18

19

20

21

BTR Practice Begins
PRESIDENT'S DAY
6:45pm Play Reh

6:30pm BBB@ Eldora
(JV/Var)
6:45pm Play Reh
7:45pm NU Singers
8:45pm Cham Orch

7:00pm GBB Dist SemiFinal vs Jesup @NU

3: l 5pm Play Reh
7:30pm -10 :00 Boost Clb
Mtg in Lounge
7: 30pm HS Concert

Tallcorn Jazz Fest

BSW State
U of IA Honor band Fest
Tallcorn Jazz Fest
9:00am Set Crew
7:00pm GBB Dist Final
TBA

15

6:00pm BSW @ Central
6:45pm Play Reh
7:45pm NU Singers
8:45pm Cham Orch & Jazz
Band Reh

6:30pm BB vs Denver

9:00am Set Crew

12

13

14

LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY
UNI Band Fest
3: 15pm Play Reh

UNI Band Fest
5:00pm -8:00 Pancake
Supper
6:30pm BB vs A/P
11:00pm -12:00 6th Gr Pool
Party

BSW Districts
BSW Districts
VALENTINE'S DAY
UNI Band Fest
9:00am Set Crew

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

UNI Choral Arts Fest
U of IA Honor band Fest
Close-Up to Wash.DC

BBB District (Home)
UNI Choral Arts Fest
Close-Up to Wash.DC
6:45pm Play Reh

GBB Regional Semi-Final
TBA
Close-Up to Wash.DC
6:45pm Play Reh

Close-Up to Wash.DC

BBB District (Home)
Close-Up to Wash.DC
6:45pm Play Reh
7:45pm NU Singers
8:45pm Cham Orch & Jazz
Band Reh

GBB Regional Finals TBA
Close-Up to Wash.DC

GBB Regional Finals TBA
Close-Up to Wash.DC

District ISHSAA Speech
Contest
9:00am Set Crew

1/8/1998

'February
:,ggs
PLS Breakfast and Lunch Menus

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Feb.2

Feb.3

Feb.4

Feb.5

Toast/Jelly

FRIDAY
Feb.6

Bagel/Jelly

Toast/Peanut Butter

English Muffin

Toast/Jelly

....................

....................

....................

....................

Hamburger Patty/Bun
Potato Salad
Fresh Fruit
Pudding

Chicken Gravy over
Baking Powder Biscuits
Green Beans
Peaches

Toasted Ham 'n Cheese
Sandwich
Corn
Applesauce

Taco Casserole
Nacho Chips
Fresh Fruit
Chocolate Chip Bar

Feb.9

Feb.to

Feb.11

Feb. 12

....................

No classes NK - 8th
In-Service

....................

Pork Fritter/Bun
Salad Bar
Cookie

I

Feb.13

Toast/Jelly

Raisin Toast

Toast/Jelly

Waffles/Syrup

....................

....................

....................

....................

Chicken Patty/Bun
Seasoned Potato Wedges
Fruit Cocktail

Baked Potato/Topping
Choice
Buttered Bread
Pears

Corn Dog
Macaroni/Cheese
Peas
Fresh Fruit

Lasagna
Bread Sticks
Cole Slaw
Peaches

Toast/Peanut Butter
...................
Pork Patty/Bun
Baked Beans
Fresh Fruit
Desert Bar

Feb.16

Feb.17

Feb. 18

Feb. 19

Feb.20
Struedel Stick
...................
Chicken Noodle Soup
Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Fresh Fruit

Egg Omelette

Toast/Jelly

Bagel/Jelly

Toast/Jelly

····················

....................

....................

....................

Taco Salad
Buttered Bread
Fresh Fruit

BBQ'd Pork/Bun
Cole Slaw
Pineapple Chunks
Cake

Spaghetti
Garlic Toast
Peas
Applesauce

Feb.25

Feb.26

Toast/Peanut Butter

English Muffin

Toast/Jelly

····················

...................

Fish Sandwich
Tator Tots
Fresh Fruit
Pudding

Feb.23
Toast/Jelly

Feb.24
French Toast/Syrup

....................

....................

Sloppy Joe Hamburger
French Fries
Fresh Fruit

Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Fruit Cocktail
Peanut Butter Sandwich

....................
Beef n' Bean Burrito
Pears
Desert Bar

Breakfast includes choice of juice and cereal
every day. All meals include milk.
Lunches include salad bar. (One time through)

Hot Dog
Tator Tots
Fresh Fruit

Feb.27

Pizza Slice
Hot Apple Slices
Carrots
Cookie

I

I

•
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by Lee Weber, Social Studies Instructor

Close Up Trip: NU Students go to Washington D.C.

.

·'

In an article written for a Language Arts
class, NU student Angela Thulstrup quoted
Jessica Galehouse concerning her experience with Close Up last year:

.

t'

"I really learned a lot. The only
thing that I would change would
be to make it longer. "
- Jessica Gatehouse

Rachel Guthart, Connie Pedersen, and Jessica Gatehouse pose in front of the White House
during the Close Up trip last spring.

During the week of February 22-28,
seven Northern University high school
students will participate in Close Up, an
educational program that has been taking
high school students from across the nation
to Washington, D.C. for twenty-seven

years. This year's NU Close Up students
include Bindy Comito, Brandie Davidson,
Julie Kolar, Emily Lieder, Nathaniel
Parrish, Josh Sawyer and Katie Slinker.
Mr. Lee Weber, PLS American Government instructor, coordinates the program.

• • •
by Vicki Oleson, Middle School Coordinator

During Close Up Week in Washington
D.C., NU students will participate in an
educational program that includes a variety
of activities. Students will hear from
national and international government
figures in large group seminars with followup time for questions. Close Up instructors
will lead topical discussions concerning
"hot" topics in national government policy
being debated that week at the White House
and on Capitol Hill. Time will be reserved
for meetings at the Capitol Building with
Iowa Congressmen and Senators Tom
Harkin, Chuck Grassley and Jim Nussle.
Small group workshops will offer opportunities for interaction and debate among
students regarding government issues. In
addition, students will have many opportunities for social interaction with students from
other states and occasionally from American
Territories, such as Guam, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands.
To find out more information about the
Close Up program, contact Mr. Weber at
273-2056, or email at Lee.Weber@uni.edu,
or visit www.closeup.org

................ •............ .

Middle School Dance held December 5
On December 5, the Middle School Senate hosted the first middle school dance of the
1997-98 school year. "Snowball Jam" was a great success. Students were offered the
opportunity to have polaroid photographs taken with a holiday background, refreshments
were sold in the concession stand and music was provided by our own Middle School D.J.'s.
The Middle School Senate, along with Anthony Moultrie (Senate Leader) and Michelle Born
(Senate Leader), planned very well. Over $100 was raised for the Middle School Senate.
Thanks to Earl Ockenga and Mary Beth Kueny who served as chaperones, and Rick
Vanderwall who provided D.J. training and supervision. Michelle Born also brought two
friends along to help and Mary Beth brought her brother. Everyone's efforts were very much
appreciated. It was great fun to enjoy the evening with the students. Their behavior was
exemplary.

New Middle School Students
We welcome three new students to the Middle School this semester. Jeffrey "Jay" Kohl
is a new student in the 7th grade. His parents are James and Donna Kohl. Melanie DeVries
is also a new 7th grader. Her mom, Arica DeVries, is the secondary resource teacher at PLS.
Robert Williams is a new 6th grader. His parents are Dave and Maureen Williams. These
students are great additions to the PLS Middle School.

· HP Color Ink Cartridges
:
•
•
•
•
•

The Communication Center has a
surplus of color ink cartridges
(HP51625A/600/series and HP51649A/
3-500 series) available at $23.00 each
for parents and students to purchase for
their home color printers.

· Video Batteries
•
•
•
:
:
•

We also have a few AGBP212DX video
batteries which will work in camcorder
models AG 160, I 70, 180, 190 and 450
available for $26.00 each. If you are
interested, please call Lynn Dykstra at
273-2575. Thank you.

•
•

Ryan Grimes
Named "Top Teen"
- by Gail Froyen, Librarian

where he received a Division l rating for
clarinet solo. He has also been chosen as a
member of several honor bands including the
'95 NICL Conference Honor Band Festival,
NEIBA High School Honor Band, UNI
Festival of Bands and Luther College Dorian
Honor Band Festival.

"When Mrs. Froyenfirst told
me, I was so surprised my chin
hit the floor!" - Ryan Grimes

Last August, when a call went out for
nominations from KWWL for the Top
Teen award (co-sponsored by Loras
College in Dubuque and KWWL), the
PLS Library staff; Gail Froyen, Debra
Messerer and Connie Bigelow, immediately decided to nominate NUHS junior
Ryan Grimes. Ryan fit the criteria listed
for Top Teen like a glove; academic
excellence, volunteerism and community
involvement.
Ryan was quick to volunteer during
the summer to assist with the library
automation project which included
attaching barcodes to books. During the
summer, Ryan provided more than 150
hours of assistance with barcoding,
shelving books, and performing various
computer work in the library. He also
helped other volunteers solve some
problems that surfaced during the process.
Ryan worked in the library every day that
he was in town except when he volunteered to work in the medical records
department of Sartori Hospital.
Ryan is currently serving as president
of the NU junior class and as a member
and secretary of the student council. He is
involved in publishing by serving as an
active member of the yearbook staff for
the third year. He has participated as a
cast member for drama and musicals and
as a member of set construction crews.
He has been very involved with music at
PLS where he plays clarinet, saxophone
and piano, participates as a member of the
concert band, orchestra, and jazz bands,
and sings in the chorus and with the NU
Singers. His excellence led him to the
State Solo and Small Ensemble Contest

Along with his school community
involvement, Ryan is active in the wider
community. His leadership activities include
involvement with the Young Leaders in
Action, PESH (Peer Educators in Sexuality
and Health), cosponsored by the YMCA and
the Waterloo Schools, and Boy Scouts.
Along with his parents, Geof and Vicki
Grimes, Ryan is a member of Westminister
Presbyterian Church in Waterloo where he
participates in many musical groups.
Along with his January 15 appearance
on KWWL's News at Five, Ryan received a
certificate signed by the President of Loras
College, the general manager of KWWL;
Jim Waterbury, and Govenor Terry Branstad.
He also received a T-shirt imprinted with the
KWWL Top Teen logo. Four students from
the Top Teen group will be awarded a $250
renewal scholarship to Loras College at the
end of the school year.
Amy Cheville from KWWL's Promotion
Department stated, "This has been an
excellent opportunity to meet high school
students. I am impressed with how much
teenagers can pack into a day."

Geography Bee
- by Jim Hantula
Social Studies Associate Professor
For the tenth year, Price Laboratory
School sponsored a geography bee for
•
students in the 4th through 8th grades. The
local school bee was held Wednesday,
December 10, from 1:30 - 3:00 in the PLS
ICN Room on closed circuit television.
The qualifying students for each grade
were:

Grade 8: Jed Ellerbroek, Chris
Vanderwall, Ian Cawley, Aaron
Gillett;
Grade 7: Jade McAdams, Sarni
Renfro, Holly Kagy, Aubrey Huber;
Grade 6: Nathan Hanson, Jordon
Landau;
Grade 5: Alex Grote, Catie Wiesley,
Ben Bower, Nick Cobb;
Grade 4: Kerianne Puetz, Laurie
Reimer, Atulya Iyengar, Sean
Spencer.
The winner of the Price Laboratory
School Geography Bee was Atulya Iyengar.
She will advance to the state level of
competition by taking a written examination
which will be evaluated by the National
Geographic Society. The 100 highest
•
scoring students will then participate in a
State Bee to be held April 3, 1998. State
winners will travel to Washington, D.C. for
the National Bee. First prize in the National
Geography Bee is a $25,000 college
scholarship.
Runner-up in the PLS Geography Bee is
Holly Kagy, who will qualify for the State
Bee in the event that Atulya Igengar is
unable to attend.

NU Speech Program Hosts IHSSA State Contest
- Disa Lubker, Senior
The 1998 IHSSA State Speech Contest will be held at Northern University High School
this year. The contest takes place on Saturday, March 21, 1998. Approximately 1000
students will be representing 70 to 80 Iowa high schools at the event.
There are thirteen categories in which students compete: Public Address, Acting, Poetry,
Prose, Literary Program, Original Oratory, Extemporaneous Speaking, Radio News
Announcing, Expository Address, Storytelling, After Dinner Speaking, Improvisation, and
Reviewing. Students must earn a one ranking at district to advance to the state contest. At
the state contest there are three judges for each performance space. All of the judges must
be certified by the Iowa High School Speech Association.
•
The organizer for the event is PLS Speech Coach, Mr. Douglas Nichols from the
Language Arts Department. His student assistants are Beth Koch, senior, and Jason
Krueger, junior at Price Lab. They will be working with a variety of volunteers: Price Lab
students, UNI students from the Communication Studies Department, parents of PLS
students, and PLS faculty and staff. For more information call Coach Nichols at 273-2594.
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- by Victoria Robinson,
Secondary Principal
The following students were
inducted into the NUHS National
Honor Society during the formal
ceremony held on December 15: Leah
Buck, Nichole Corbin, Brandi
Davidson, Ryan Grimes, Allison Grote,
Mary Hanks, Anton Jones, Emily
Leider, Margaret Mills, Keely Moon,
Nathaniel Parrish, Kevin Puetz, and
Tyler Schmidt.
NUHS National Honor Society
chapter was chartered on September 9,
1922 and was the 84th chapter of the
National Honor Society. Currently, the
National Honor Society has more than
18,500 chapters. Our chapter was also
among the first ten chapters founded in
Iowa. We are proud to have had a
chapter almost since its inception.

Faculty Kudos
Cheryl Timion, Language Arts
instructor, had an article titled "Pebbles
Along the Path: On the Process of
Becoming a Teacher-Researcher''
published in Empowering Ourselves
and Transforming Schools by Judith
Irwin (SUNY Press)

"Bite Size" News
From the PLS Kitchen

we have had to eliminate some of the more
time consuming food items such as "schoolmade" cinnamon rolls and dinner rolls.

-Joanne Heath, Food Service Director

Average daily participation for breakfast is
about 50 and ranges from 250 to 300 (or
more on pizza day) for lunch.
Many considerations go into the menu
planning each month, such as:
1. Selection and availability of USDA
commodities
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New!
Ala carte display rack with
snack items (regular &
low-fat) such as: bottled
water, Pringles assorted
chips, Granola bars, fruit
roll-ups, Rice Krispie
treats, Chex Mix, Bugles,
Nacho Cheese Pretzels,
Twix Chocolate Caramel
Cookie Bar, etc.
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Associate Professor, has received a
Showcase Technology Award for his
Star Schools Proposal, "A Smart Class
Learning Environment," one of 20
awards made from over 200 applications this year. The award includes
recognition, publication and other
showcasing activities, and $1000 for
improvement of our instructional
technology resources. An Awards
Ceremony to recognize the winners
took place on Monday, January 26
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m over the Iowa
Communications Network.

4. Oven space
5. Preparation time
6. Student participation
7. Scheduling of UNI students (around
their classes, number of them available to us, and funds available for
hiring)
8. Equipment
Parents and students need a clear
understanding of what may be spent each
day to avoid any conflicts. No cash
payments will be allowed. All regular, free
or reduced price lunches must have sufficient money in their meal account in order to
purchase these items. Other schools offer

The school lunch program operates with

these choices and we hope it will be a

a staff of two full-time/part-time workers

positive thing. We will be offering it to

with the assistance of UNI students, who are

students from sixth grade through twelfth.

primarily available during serving times and

Prices will be competitive with other sources

for some of the clean-up.

at 25¢, 50¢, 75¢ and $1.00.

Many changes have taken place in recent
years with the addition of first, the one-timethrough salad bar, and then the breakfast

Don Darrow, Technology Education

2. USDA requirements
3. Affordable food prices from vendors.

We appreciate your support and
participation in our school lunch program.

program which have both been popular

We also appreciate your patience and
understanding particularly if your favorite

additions. Since it became necessary to

foods are not offered, or the line moves

reduce the full-time staff from three persons

slower than we all would like. We welcome

to two, a year and a half ago, we regret that

your suggestions for consideration.

Yearbook News
- by Jennifer Paulsen, Language Arts Instructor
Yearbook Sales Procedure: At the end of January, students filled out cards at school with
their mailing addresses and indicated whether or not they would like to order a yearbook. If
your student was absent and did not fill out an order form, you may still order by calling
Josten's Pay-By-Mail directly at the number below. Jostens, our publishing company, will
send the parents of all 6-12th grade students a yearbook order form, regardless of the child's
indication of "yes" or "no" interest. Parents may cancel the order by writing "Cancel" on the
invoice. This program offers several payment options including check, money order, credit
card and payment plans. If you have questions about your invoice or billing options, call the
Jostens Pay-by-Mail service at 1-800-846-4686. Please refer any other questions or concerns
to Jennifer Paulsen, Yearbook Advisor, at 273-7173. Thank you!
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• by Nichole Needham Wee, Guidance Counselor

Time to file the FAFSA! Seniors who plan to attend a college, professional
school or vocational school need to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid for the 1998-99 School Year. These forms are available in the Guidance
Office. It is extremely important that the FAFSA be completed and processed as soon
as possible since funds are awarded in order of receipt. The deadline for State
Student Aid in Iowa is April 21 , 1998.
Juniors! Second semester, Mrs. Needham Wee will be conducting junior
meetings. At this time, juniors will have the opportunity to review their transcripts
along with credits, class rank, and GPA and discuss post-secondary plans. Each
junior will receive a copy of this information to take home.
Summer plans! While summer is a great time for vacationing, it is also a time
for students to pursue additional learning and leadership experiences. Each spring,
the Guidance Office receives information on summer programs and jobs. Fliers,
brochures, and pamphlets will be posted outside the main office where scholarships
and college representative visits are located. Opportunities will be listed in the
newsletters and daily bulletins as they arrive. Students and parents are welcome to
consult the Guidance Office for additional information and registration forms. This is
the current list:
Cornell Summer College in Ithaca, New York
Summer Honors for Sophomores, 3-6 week sessions for juniors and seniors
United States Air Force Academy Summer Scientific Seminar for Juniors
Washington and Lee University Summer Scholars Program in Lexington
Juniors: If you are college bound, plan to take the ACT and SAT soon. April is
the most popular testing date for the ACT. Registration forms are available in the
Guidance Office.
SCHOLARSHIPS DUE IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
Sam Walton Scholarship .. .. .. .. ............ ................... ... .........Jan. 27
UNI Teacher Education ................ .................................... Jan. 30
Phi Delta Kappa ............................................................... Jan. 31
ISU Journalism and Mass Communication ...................... Feb. 1
ISU Department of Forestry ..... ...... ......... ....................... .. Feb. 13
Iowa Family Involvement Board Scholarship .. ........ ........ Feb. 27

* Each college offers scholarships that are too numerous to be listed here. Please
check the files in the Guidance Office for this information.
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by Nick Teig, Associate Professor

Winter Tips
Winter is upon us, and along with it snow
and cold weather. Remember these tips for a
safe and warm winter.
Keep the following items in your car:
• jumper cables
• tow and tire chains
• shovel
• salt or kitty litter
• tools
• flashlight
• blankets and extra clothes
When driving, remember to:
• reduce speed on snow and ice.
• keep more space between you and the
car in front of you.
• use extra caution on bridges and overpasses.

I.

Source: Copyright, State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Company, 1997

Traveling with Small Children?
Family vacations can be great fun , but a
trip with small children is not always easy.
Careful planning can make it a pleasant
experience for both you and your child.
When traveling by plane: Arrive early
at the airport. Most airlines let families
with small children board early. During
takeoff and landing, give infants a bottle or
pacifier and older children gum to chew to
relieve pressure in their ears. Choose
nonstop flights whenever available.
When traveling by auto: Having a
variety of toys and books on hand will keep
children occupied. Leave before nap time, •
so children will be more likely to sleep in
the car. Bring a variety of snacks along to
minimize stops. Always remember to use a
safety belt or an approved child safety seat.

